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Glossopteris flora* While in earlier Carboniferous times there
were similar floras in both northern and southern hemispheres,
a very distinct flora developed in the south during the late
Paleozoic. At that time there was a great southern continent,
known as Uonthvaiia Lund, which embraced much of Australia,
India, Africa, South America, and
Antarctica.

ASCII separated what is now eastern
Asia from western Europe, but across

the North Atlantic there WAS a land
bridge, and also one from Africa to
South America.

Gondwana Lund was separated

from the northern lamts (Purope
and most of Asia) by the Tethys
Sea. In (inndwima Lund there
occurred what wan jwrhupK the
most severe glaciution of geologi-
cal history, In lias region there
developed also a very distinct Bora,
called the itltwMptirin flora from
the genus G7ww/>JmX one of its
prominent const ituentn( Fig. 1031).
The dominant plants had large,
coarse fernlike leave^ some of
which, including ^immpterm^ were

entire. Thiw plants arc believed by many to have been seed-
ferng. The (/frwso/rftfw flora was much poorer in species than the
forests contemporary with it in the northern hemisphere, but it
contained specks belonging to all the great orders of Carbonifer-
ous plants,

Before the close of the Permian there must have been some land
connection aerow the Tethys Sea, as Gondwana plants migrated
to the northern continent. As these hardy forms and their de-
scendants spread, they produced great changes in the character of
northern floras.

Fie. 1031. Glossopteris browniana
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